CLASS of 2011 COMMENCEMENT

Atlanta mayor encourages graduates to tackle hard issues

Second-year students (l. to r.) Meghan Plantz,
Nate Hill and Laura Pinon competed against
teams from around the world to capture a fourth
place finish at The Negotiation Challenge, an
international competition held in Germany.

Negotiation team takes
fourth in international
competition
Georgia Law’s negotiation competition teams had
another strong season with this year’s highlights
including a fourth place finish in The Negotiation
Challenge, an international competition held in
Leipzig, Germany.
This two-day tournament involved law
and business students from five continents
negotiating with each other in four different
commercial transactions. Georgia Law was one of
only 12 teams in the world selected to compete in
this tournament and was the only team selected
from the United States. Representing the law
school were second-year students Nathan A. Hill,
Laura K. Pinon and Meghan R. Plantz.
Georgia Law also had teams participating in
transactional based tournaments at the national
and regional level. Third-year students Rishi P.
Chhatwal, Anne Marie Pippin and Jennifer A.
Potts competed at the Transactional Lawyering
Meet in Philadelphia, while second-year
students Sonya L. Hanafi and Pinon and
third-year students Bradley D. Kay and Potts
participated in the American Bar Association
Regional Negotiation Competition in Tampa.
www.law.uga.edu

s this year’s commencement keynote speaker, Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed challenged
Georgia Law students to do something special with their degrees and to dare to
make the hard decisions that will change America’s course for the better.
“You are inheriting a world that is far different from the one that you were born into.
Much has changed in a generation. Our cities, our nation and our world are faced with
sobering challenges. Challenges which demand
our best, which demand that we make hard
decisions and, the fact of the matter is, you
represent the best of us.”
National security threats, economic
competition from foreign countries, the
growing national deficit, environmental
concerns and America’s educational system
were examples given by Reed of the issues that
the Class of 2011 will be charged with solving.
“As a generation you must decide, like
those who came before you, to do what is
necessary and to do what is hard and to face
every challenge that stands in the way of the
continued advancement and security of our
communities.”
He also said to “always remember that
justice and fairness are really inspiring notions.
But it takes real people – real life hard working
men and women – to make them actionable
[and] to take what is in the book in the library
and infuse [those concepts] into people’s lives.”
“[W]hen you feel it is
Reed reminded students that they are joining
impossible, remember
a profession that has been “a unique source of
good” and encouraged them to stop and ask
these days here and
themselves, “What will I achieve?”
know that you can.”
“… [A]t the end of the day, when all is
said and done, you extend your own life by
contributing to something that will outlast it.”
Reed also suggested that the graduates choose to face adversity at some point during
their lives, rather than turn from it. He then referenced the story of David and Goliath
and spoke about what must have been going through David’s head before he threw
that fateful stone.
“We are always choosing, always deciding, always having to make hard decisions
if we want to do something special. Each of us face such moments before we do
something significant.
“… [I]f we lack the will to act and just allow the thought to pass, no one outside of
ourselves will know. However, there is no worse feeling in the world in the depths of our
own spirit than knowing our defining moment came and went and we did not respond.”
He acknowledged that all of this is easier said than lived but added, “I know what you
can do. When you stumble, keep moving. When you are down, don’t ever stop. And when
you feel it is impossible, remember these days here and know that you can.”
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Photo by Dennis McDaniel.
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hat better way to spend a sunny Saturday morning in Athens during May
than watching approximately 230 students celebrate their graduation
from Georgia Law? On May 21, J.D. and LL.M. candidates were joined by
roughly 3,000 faculty and staff, family members and friends on the North Campus
Quadrangle to mark this momentous occasion.

Graduation is extra special when
other Georgia Law alumni are
involved. Morgan Wood and her
fiancé William Bembry, who is a
2010 graduate, are surrounded by
her mother, Susan (back left); his
mother, Latrelle (back right); her
father, Bill (front left), who is a 1979
Georgia Law graduate and adjunct
professor; and his father, Johnny.

Jennifer Potts proudly shows
off her diploma tube. Photo
by Bob Brussack (J.D.’76).

Blake McDaniel poses with his sister Haley and his
grandmother Lillie. Photo by Bob Brussack (J.D.’76).

Alex Battey completes a last minute form beside the
famous quote by 1948 alumnus and former Georgia
Gov. Carl Sanders. Photo by Dennis McDaniel.
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Laura Pickett races to get one more
shot of her daughter Tracey after she
had crossed the graduation stage.

Jennifer Spicer is all smiles with Abigail Chapman, her
niece, who just finished perusing the commencement
program. Photo by Dennis McDaniel.

Selina Tom-Johnson (above, left) tries to capture
some of the fun of the day while classmate Lori
Chriss looks on. Photo by Dennis McDaniel.

Presenting Dean Rebecca White (left center) and Law School Association President
David Bell (J.D.’77) (right center) with a check representing the 2011 class gift of
$69,600 were Legacy Gift Co-chair and Class of 2011 Vice President Sara Giegerich and
Legacy Gift Co-chair and Class of 2011 President Matthew Rooks. Fifty-five percent of
the Class of 2011 participated in this philanthropic effort. Photo by Dennis McDaniel.
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